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moments of approach to such a state are
granted to us, but that our incapacity to com-
bine them into the permanent clearness of a
thought without distinctions is the fault, not
of language, but of our whole mental consti-
tution. When we have listened to a poem re-
cited, to a melody sung, and forget the words
and the tones, while yet all that was in them
lives on in an abiding mood of our soul; when,
after long deliberation and weighing of pros
and cons, we have at length come to a resolu-
tion, and in the purpose that now animates
us feel combined and still efficient the im-
pulses that before were severally weighed by
our thought; when we first send our glance
over the scattered details of a landscape, and
then, after the definite outlines have long dis-
appeared from pur memory, still preserve an
indelible total impression; we actually suc-
ceed in making that combination and fusion
of myriads of details into the whole of a su-
persensible intuition, which we but reluctant-
ly again analyze into its constituent parts in
order to communicate it to others.
In all these cases we became something;
the manifold did not remain outside of us,
but the whole of its significant internal con-
nection was repeated in a new state within
ourselves with such perfection we could fancy
we had transformed ourselves into the spirit
of the phenomena that we admired. But only
the Infinite Being that itself is all that it
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